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It’s the beginning of a new year. A great 

time to review 2014 and to look for-

ward to 2015.  Many good things come 

to mind as I remember 2014. Thanks to 

the kindness of our donors we contin-

ue to improve our service to the ani-

mals in our care and to the animals in 
the community. Our partnership with 

Prevent-A-Litter connection continues 

to provide the much needed service of 

affordable spay/neuter. A grant from 

the state of Tennessee and donations 

from the community provide financial 

support for those needing assistance to 

avail themselves of the already low cost 

for altering their animals. Donated food 

allows us to help those in need to con-

tinue feeding their pets when hard 

times hit. We continue to have funds 

for repair of our aging vans and to 

maintain our facility. We are grateful 

for the dog beds we were able to 

buy and glad they are holding up as 

well, if not better, than we had 

hoped. We were able to repair 

our largest and most unusable 

kennel as a great finale to 2014. 

Statistics for 2014 show mixed 
results. People are bringing un-

wanted cats and dogs to the shel-

ter which is a good thing but the 

number of cats being brought in is 

particularly alarming. So many cats, 

so few homes. One of the goals 

for 2015 is to continue promoting 

spay/neuter—the only viable solu-

tion to overpopulation.   

Cat/kitten intake 2014: 1802 

Dog/puppy intake 2014: 1431     

 PAW PRINTS 

   SHELTER  865-475-8930 

CHECK US OUT! 
 

We’re on the web at:  Humanesocietyjctn.org 

Make donations there on paypal, click “donation” 
 

Facebook at:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Humane-Society-of-Jefferson-
County-TN/295270316059 

Petfinder at:  http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/TN194.html 

You can email us at: humanesocietyjctn@gmail.com  

Editor: 

Jeanne Weber Ringe 

President, HSJC 
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2014 IN REVIEW 

Several months our intake of cats 

and kittens approached 200!! 



HAPPY TAILS 
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Before and After!! WOW! 

A new “do” and a new home. 

What a lucky girl. 

What doesn’t show in these pictures is 
the chemical burn running the length 
of this charming girl’s back. Her 
attitude was always friendly even 
when her open wounds were being 
treated. Once she was well on the 
road to recovery she got the ride of 
her life to New Jersey, a fancy 
grooming job and a brand new home. 
A great ending for a very deserving 
dog. 

Have a great life Sherry!! 

              An   
elderly  

sheltie, after 
her groom 

was adopt-
ed by  a 

couple from 
Elizabethton 

who saw 
her on    

petfinder.  

Claire was adopted 3 

weeks shy of her 1 

year anniversary at the 

shelter!! 

Some of our adoptables 

caught Claire’s attention. 

Open 7 days      

A week 

Over 

120,000 books 

Available from Willa Holtzclaw an original book of 

photos and favorite quotations. Profits benefit the 

Humane Society and Noahs Arc. 

Call Willa at 865-397-0939                                   

for availability and more information. 

$10.95 

Lucky Maude! 
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BASIC PUPPY TRAINING 

A very common reason for owners to surrender their dog to rescues or shelters is lack of training. Puppy 

training can start as young as 6-8 weeks and has many benefits. A well trained dog has a great way to posi-

tively interact with their family and reduces stress that occurs when he is away from home or meeting new 

people. Some breeds are more easily trained than others, so don't be discouraged if you feel your pup is tak-

ing longer than expected to reliably perform.  

Set your pet up for success! To get started you will need to make sure that the conditions are right. Go to a 

quiet place where no distractions are present. Some high energy puppies will need exercise before the train-

ing session. Take him for a 15 minute walk to burn off excess energy so that he can focus. Remove other 

pets from the area as well because it is hard to properly train a puppy when another is begging for attention. 

Choose a treat that your pet loves and tear or break it into tiny pieces. You will be giving several treats dur-

ing a training session and you don't want to spoil your puppy's nutrition! If your puppy responds well to being 

rewarded with toys, try to avoid the extra calories from treats (a great tip for those owners with overweight 

pets too!). Some commands are easier to teach when they are younger just due to size; it is much easier to 

teach "heel" to a 15lb lab puppy than a full grown 65lb lab that can pull you around like a draft hose. If you 

take your puppy to a training class or out in public, discuss risks and what vaccines are needed with your vet-

erinarian. Remember to have your puppy up to date on exams to make sure that no health problems inter-

fere with training sessions.  

Each training session should last 10-20 minutes to be long enough to make an impact but not so long that 

you or the puppy becomes frustrated. Have a playful attitude! Puppies love to play games and will learn much 

faster in a low stress environment. Start with an easy command such as "sit", and work your way up to the 

harder commands. For some commands you can lure your dog into performing, others may require a gentle 

hand to push them into the right position. For a sit command, start with the treat in front of your puppy's 

face, then slowly move it up and towards his tail; most dogs will naturally sit as the treat slowly moves to 

above their heads from in front of their nose. Remember that some commands make learning others later 

easier; for example, it is a lot easier to first teach "sit" and then move the dog into "down" than to start with 

"down". Training is a lot like working out; don't expect to run 10 miles on the first 

day. In other words, when first teaching him a new command, reward behavior that 

is simply closer to the desired command than waiting to reward them until they per-

form the whole command perfectly. When first teaching "sit" you might reward your 

pet when he just barely puts his rump to the ground, but while working with a dog 

that has been trained to sit, you might wait until he has been sitting for a solid 30 

seconds. Think of it as a game of hot and cold; you are telling your puppy that he's 

getting "warmer" when he gets closer to the desired behavior.  
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A BIG Thank you  
to the businesses that  

advertised in this newsletter. 
It helps TO defray the cost of 
publication! 

 Pick a reward cue early on and stick with it. It can be as simple as saying "yes" or if you are clicker training, 

giving a simple click. The reward cue simply tells your pet that he is performing the behavior correctly. It can 

be as simple as saying "yes" or if you are clicker training, giving a simple click. Aim to give the reward cue as 

soon as the behavior is performed. If you give the command "sit" and he sits briefly then walks away and the 

reward cue is given as he is walking away, he will think that walking is the desired behavior, not sitting. Give 

the treat as soon after the reward cue as possible. The reward cue  

BASIS PUPPY TRAINING cont. 

allows you to say "Yes, that's right!" without having to be within an arm's length to give a treat. You can en-

courage your pet to associate the reward cue with good feelings by having a quick session where you simply 

give the reward cue and immediately give a small treat (in clicker training they call this "charging the clicker"). 

Avoid punishment during training sessions. Psychologically, puppies go through 2 fear stages, one when they 

are a few weeks old and another when they are a few months old. Punishment by hitting or yelling can cause 

permanent psychological damage, especially if your puppy is in one of these stages. Puppies learn faster by 

reward than by punishment anyway! If you are trying to discourage a certain behavior, the best strategy is to 

tell them what to do, not what not to do. For example, if you do not want your dog to jump on guests when 

they arrive at your home, first teach him "sit", and then teach him to sit when greeting every person. I have 

even encouraged owners to make their dogs "sit" command an open hand (like a police officer telling traffic 

to stop), because guests will naturally put their hand up if they feel the dog is going to jump on them. Com-

mand cues don't have to be verbal! You can teach "play dead" with the command being "Bang! Bang" and 

forming your hand into a gun shape or teach "down" with the command as a downward tug on the tags on 

his collar. Get creative and think of what would work best for your family!  

Learning works best when done consistently on a regular basis. Try to have 1-3 training sessions a day until 

your pup consistently performs the commands without a treat reward. Dogs will forget commands that are 

not used regularly, so even after they have learned all their commands, weekly sessions keep them fresh in 

their mind.  

If you need help with house training, I recommend Sophia Yin's Housetraining 

handout that is available on her website (http://info.drsophiayin.com/free-puppy-potty-

training-guide/). Nicolas Dodman also has several behavior books out that I find very 

helpful (available at Amazon.com). Karen Pryor also has an excellent book on clicker 

training if you wish to work with a clicker (also available at Amazon.com). If your dog 

suddenly seems to have forgotten his commands or starts showing signs of aggres-

sion, visit your veterinarian and make sure that he is still feeling well. Your vet can 

also help you to tailor a plan for your pet and offer medication if needed.  

Thank you Jessica Pruitt, DVM  for submitting this article. 



There are so many important 

commands for your dog to 

learn, but the most important is 

“come.” It could save your 

dog’s life. Start with your dog 

on a leash walking at your side 

(it’s easier to get her to come 
to you when she’s already mov-

ing). Then, take a quick step 

back and say your pooch’s 

name, followed by “Come!” As 

you’re saying this, pull gently on 

the leash to turn her around 

and have her start heading to-

ward you. Once she’s facing 

you, continue to walk back-

ward, coaxing her toward you. 

If she needs gentle urging, use 

the leash. Never scold her for 

coming too slowly. You can 

make this fun for both of you by 

approaching it with enthusiasm, 

as if you were playing a game. 

Don’t ask her to come in an 

angry voice or when you’re 

mad, or she’ll start associating 

the command with negativity.  

Reward her when she comes 

with a treat or with lavish 

praise.   
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Thanks to the Richard Wallace 

Estate we were 

able to purchase a 

storage unit. For 

the first time we 

have adequate 

storage space. 

  

THE MOST IMPORTANT 

COMMAND 

 

“ON LINE” 

A great advantage of being “on line” 

is the increase in adoptions. With 

facebook and petfinder we get the 

word out about adoptable pets 

quickly. It is always a pleasant sur-

prise when a dog or a  cat is spot-

ted on line by someone out of the 

area as just the pet the new owner 

has been looking for. People drive 

many miles to adopt their new 

companions. We have even ar-

ranged transport far out of state 

when the right match is made. 

What is really fantastic is the happy 

pictures we receive when an 

adopter shares their joy. In addition 

to aiding adoptions facebook pro-

vides an easy way for those who 

have lost their pet to inform the  

humane society and the community 
of their pet’s disappearance and 

post a picture id. Found pets also 

are posted and we have seen some 

great successes where a lost dog 

has been quickly reunited with its 

owner. (of course anyone losing a 

pet should ALWAYS visit the shel-

ter, repeatedly, for a visual check of 

our pets). 

Don’t forget that distemper still 

exists. We have been fortunate in 

Jefferson County to have had no 

outbreaks of distemper at our 

shelter or in our animal commu-

nity. Unfortunately, surrounding 

counties (Cocke, Knox, Hamblen, 

and Anderson) have had out-

breaks of distemper. Though we 

do everything possible to prevent 

an outbreak of distemper at our 

shelter there is no way to pre-

vent an outbreak if a dog comes 

in with distemper. It can happen 

and the only way to prevent it is 
for everyone to make sure their 

dog has been vaccinated against 

distemper in a timely fashion. A 

dog can be exposed to distemper 

any where. And on the topic of 

vaccinations remember to vac-

cinate against rabies. It too still 

exists and is untreatable. Afforda-

ble vaccination clinics abound in 

the county if one does not have a 

personal veterinarian. Protect 

your dog and cat and in so doing 

protect the health of everyone in 

our community. 

VACCINATIONS 



Yes,  I want to help provide humane care for animals in Jefferson County 

No gift is too small. Your generosity is measured by your heart. 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address (I’d like to know what’s happening at the Humane Society) ____________________________________ 

Enclosed is my gift of:   $500        $250     $100    $50    $25    or other  $ ______  

Please make your check payable to the Humane Society of Jefferson County 

My gift is  In Memory/Honor of _____________________________________________ 

Please distribute my gift to the following fund/s or membership dues. 

 $_________General Fund    $ __________ Building Fund    $_________ Publicity   $__________ Spay/Neuter Program 

Membership Dues               $10  Individual             $20 Family              $500 Lifetime Membership 

We Appreciate your support !                            Your gift may be tax-deductible, as allowed by law.. 
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Speaking for those who cannot  

speak for themselves. 

The Humane Society of Jefferson County 

P. O. Box 653 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 37760 


